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Anesi, Ozmon, Rodin, 
Novak & Kohen Ltd.
161 N. Clark St., 21st Floor
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312.372.3822
E–mail: Mmurnane@Anesilaw.com

Specialty: Personal Injury

Law School: Loyola University Law School

Mark Murnane has notched several successful multi–million
dollar verdicts and settlements for his clients while specializing
in personal–injury law for the Chicago firm of Anesi, Ozmon,
Rodin, Novak & Kohen, Ltd. But one result stands out during a
career filled with success.

In late 2001, Murnane co–chaired a case where he obtained
a $7.1 million verdict on behalf of an ironworker who while
unloading I–beams from a flatbed truck suffered a fractured and
dislocated ankle and a torn meniscus. This result is the highest
verdict ever reported for an ankle injury in the state. In fact, the
verdict more than doubled the previous high of $3.24 million.

This case helped further cement Murnane’s already stellar
reputation. Just listen to the praise his peers give him:

“I have witnessed Mark’s skills in the deposition setting, in
motion practice and at trial,” said John Lynch Jr., an attorney
with the Chicago law firm of Cremer, Kopon, Shaughnessy &
Spina, Ltd. who has interacted with Mark regularly during the
past nine years.  “Whenever I learn that Mark will be my oppo-
nent in a lawsuit, I know that I’m in for a challenge, but also that
I’ll be a better lawyer at the end of the case.”

The ironworker case was not an easy one. Murnane’s client
claimed that his injury will result in a permanent limp, and that
he can no longer work as an ironworker because of it. While
suing the general contractor and subcontractor operating the
work site, Murnane’s client claimed that the soil on site was wet
and unstable, allowing wooden “cribbing” that had been set
on the ground to receive the I–beams to settle unevenly into the
mud after the 2,000–pound I–beam was craned off the truck.
The beam then rolled off the cribbing and onto the plaintiff’s ankle.

The defendants in the case argued that the plaintiff’s neg-
ligence contributed to the accident. They also contested his
disability claims, insisting that he could return to ironworking.

Despite these claims by the defendants, Murnane’s cross
examination of the general liability expert and jobsite super-

intendent along with his direct examination of the plaintiff’s
treating orthopedic surgeon convinced members of the jury to
award the highest verdict in state history for an ankle injury. This
result caused other attorneys across the state to notice Murnane
and his impressive record.

Perhaps the greatest evidence of Murnane’s courtroom skills
are the compliments he earns from those peers who oppose him
in contentious cases.

“Whenever I encounter Mark as an adversary, I have mixed
feelings,” said Jeff Sandler, an attorney with the law firm of
Cassiday, Schade & Gloor, LLP in Chicago. “He is always well
prepared, has a game plan and sticks to it, which usually means
that I and my client will face a tough battle. On the other hand,
I look forward to working with (and against) Mark as he is, quite
simply, a gentleman. He has the unique ability to blend his
advocacy with civility, courtesy and cooperation. When he gives
you his word, you can be assured that he means it.”

Lynch, too, has served as Murnane’s opposition in several
cases. He has come to recognize Murnane as one of the state’s
top trial lawyers, one whom he says combines an attention to
detail with a tenacity and articulateness that makes him a for-
midable opponent to even the most able and well prepared
defense attorneys.

These skills, Lynch says, make Murnane a cinch pick for this
year’s list of top young lawyers.

“Your nomination process seeks to identify those ‘up and
coming’ attorneys in Illinois,” Lynch said. “The verdict in the
(ironworker) case, as well as Mark’s skills, reputation and success,
reveal that he is not only ‘up and coming’ but has already arrived.”

Mark C. Murnane
Age: 37

“He combines an attention to detail with a
tenacity and articulateness that makes him a
formidable opponent to even the most able
and prepared defense attorneys.”M
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Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312.861.2081
E–mail: bfields@kirkland.com

Specialty: Commercial and Products Liability Litigation

Law School: The University of Chicago Law School

Barry E. Fields, a litigation partner in the Chicago office of
Kirkland & Ellis LLP, counts organizations such as Allstate
Insurance Company, BP Products North America, Exxon Mobil,
General Motors, Motorola, PricewaterhouseCoopers, and
Speedway SuperAmerica among his clients. His broad scope of
practice includes products liability, commercial, professional liability,
civil rights, and securities fraud cases.

It’s little wonder that Fields made the pages of this publication.
Just consider a short list of his successful results:

In his first trial, he co–tried a case defending Andersen
Consulting (now known as Accenture) against a $35 million
claim concerning the consulting firm’s implementation of a
computer system at Beverly Enterprises. A jury rejected Beverly’s
claims and ordered the nursing home chain to pay Andersen
Consulting nearly $2 million — the remaining balance due for
the firm’s services.

In 2003, Fields achieved a significant result for BP Products
North America in a case in which a Chicago police officer filed a
class action lawsuit claiming that company–owned and—operated
stations in the Chicago area were applying gasoline prepayment
requirements in a racially discriminatory manner. After extensive
discovery and briefing, the court granted summary judgment in
BP’s favor on the class–wide claim.

Fields was one of the attorneys who defended Motorola in
the Newman v. Motorola case, a case in which the plaintiff
claimed that use of cellular telephones caused his brain cancer.
Fields and his fellow lawyers focused the defense on a lack of
scientific evidence supporting the plaintiff’s claim. After a multi–
day evidentiary hearing, the court ruled that the plaintiff had
failed to present “sufficiently reliable and relevant scientific
evidence” to support a claimed link between cellular telephone
use and the development of brain cancer. In a major victory for
Motorola and the other defendants, the court excluded all of the
plaintiff’s proposed experts and subsequently granted summary

judgment in favor of the defendants. 
Fields’ legal skills also were on display during the firm’s 

representation of Lincoln Benefit Life Company, an affiliate of
Allstate Insurance Company.  In that case, several financial–services
firms filed a counterclaim seeking up to $2.4 billion for Lincoln
Benefit’s alleged breach of a loan contract. Approximately one
month before trial, Lincoln Benefit retained Kirkland & Ellis to
revise the company’s litigation strategy and try the case. After
hearing the evidence and reviewing extensive briefing, the court
ruled in favor of Lincoln Benefit.

Fields’ peers are not surprised at his high level of success.
“Barry is an excellent lawyer,” said Theodore Senger, assistant

general counsel with PricewaterhouseCoopers. “He is very well-
organized and always on top of his cases. He’s somebody we use
whenever we can.”

“Barry is bright and hard–working, and he’s a wonderful
strategist,” said Timothy Moorehead with BP Products North
America. “His success really hasn’t come as any surprise to me.
He’s an outstanding lawyer.”

Fields’ impressive results in the courtroom would be enough
to earn him mention in this publication. But there is more. For
example, Fields has dedicated significant time to firm management,
professional, and civic activities.

At Kirkland & Ellis, Fields serves as the partner in charge of
coordinating the pro bono activities in the Chicago office and has
been a member of the office's hiring committee for nearly 10 years.
He is currently a member of the firmwide Diversity Committee
and formerly served as chairman of the Committee. 

Fields is a lecturer in law at the University of Chicago Law
School (teaching trial advocacy) and a member of the school’s
Visiting Committee. He serves as co–chairman of the American
Bar Association’s Conference of Minority Partners in Majority
Corporate Law Firms.  He was recently elected to the board of
The Chicago Committee on Minorities in Large Law Firms.  In
addition, he sits on various other boards and committees. 

Barry E. Fields
Age: 38

“Barry is bright and hard–working,
and he's a wonderful strategist.”
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