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ranscome scored a major vic-
B tory for the maker of Johnson &

Johnson’s baby powder last No-
vember when a Humboldt County Supe-
rior Court jury scored a defense verdict
for the pharmaceutical company.

The Kirkland & Ellis LLP litigation
partner has become an expert at defend-
ing the drugmaker in talc cases.

She is currently trying a case in Los
Angeles County Superior Court filed
by a couple who say the wife got me-
sothelioma from the talc in the compa-
ny’s product. Cabibi et al. v. Johnson &
Johnson et al., BC665257 (L.A. County
Sup. Ct., filed June 15, 2017).

She also played a role in two other
Johnson & Johnson trials, consistently
arguing that talc is safe and that gov-
ernment testing supports the company’s
position.

Branscome said she walks a fine line
between aggressively defending her cli-
ent while expressing sympathy for the
ill plaintiffs who are suing the company.
“It is challenging and a delicate balance
at every trial,” she said.

In the Humboldt County trial, she de-
cided not to cross-examine the plaintiff,
Carla Allen — who claimed the baby
powder gave her lung cancer — because
she was ill, electing to play a video de-
position instead.

But Branscome hammered
the plaintiff’s expert witness
based on information she
learned in a previous trial
against Johnson & Johnson.

The issue was whether the
baby powder bottle could
be refilled. When the expert
said that was impossible,
Branscome confronted him
with a video in which she
showed him an internet blog
in which the technique was
demonstrated.

Humboldt County Supe-
rior Court Judge Timothy A.
Canning allowed the video
to be played.

“It was a pretty big mo-
ment in court,” Branscome
said. “One of the jurors
gasped out loud.”

Branscome also argued
that Allen could have been
exposed to asbestos at her
workplace. In the end, the
jury reached a defense verdict. Allen
v. Brenntag North America Inc. et al.,
DR180132 (Humboldt Sup. Ct., filed
March 2, 2018).

Aside from the talc cases, Branscome
also is lead counsel in a pending lawsuit
by service members who claim faulty

3M earplugs caused their hearing loss.
The case is pending. In re: 3M Combat
Arms Earplug Product Liability Liti-
gation, 19-MDO02885 (N.D. Fla., filed
April 3, 2019).

— Craig Anderson
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