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Paul Clement of Kirkland & Ellis LLP successfully argued four cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court in the past year, scoring wins for Alaska Native corporations, 
Facebook and TransUnion, which earned him a spot among Law360’s 
2021 Appellate MVPs.

His biggest accomplishment 
this year:

Clement argued four of the five 
Supreme Court cases Kirkland 
picked up in the past year, all of 
which had favorable rulings for his 
clients. He also argued his 100th 
case in front of the high court, 
making him the 10th person in U.S. 
history to cross that threshold.

In one case, Yellen v. Confederated 
Tribes of the Chehalis, Clement 

argued on behalf of an Alaska Native 
corporation, securing a ruling in 
the Supreme Court determining 
they are entitled to hundreds of 
millions of dollars in COVID-19 relief 
set aside for tribal governments.

The case moved particularly 
quickly through the judicial system, 
going from district court to the 
Supreme Court in about a year.

“It was particularly satisfying to see 
a case where we were able to turn 

the case around in the district court, 
then we suffered a setback in the 
court of appeals, then we eventually 
got that decision turned around in 
the Supreme Court,” Clement said.

Clement, a former U.S. solicitor 
general, worked on the case 
alongside government attorneys. 
His government experience played 
a big role in getting a quick and 
favorable ruling in that case, he said.

“I think that case really highlights 
that a big part of the Supreme Court 
practice is working with the solicitor 
general’s office,” Clement said. 
“Sometimes they end up as an 
amicus supporting, sometimes 
they’re your opposing party, but 
oftentimes you can be aligned 
with them as two parties in the 
same case, and that’s what 
happened in this case.”

Attorney Advertising

“  As much as you love to get a great result for a single 
client in a trial, the idea that you can get a result that 
helped not just one of your clients but a whole group 
of your clients definitely makes the practice 
more rewarding.”
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What motivates him:

Besides scoring favorable rulings for 
his clients, one of the most rewarding 
parts of Clement’s practice is taking 
part in precedent-setting rulings.

“As much as you love to get a 
great result for a single client in a 
trial, the idea that you can get a 
result that helped not just one of 
your clients but a whole group of 
your clients definitely makes the 
practice more rewarding,” he said.

That was on full display in at least 
two of the Supreme Court cases 
Clement worked on this year.

He helped Facebook get a ruling 
that narrowed the scope of Florida’s 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act, 
and he represented TransUnion 
LLC in a case that clarified the 
contours of Article III standing.

“Both of those were great results 
for the clients, but together I 
think they were really a couple 
of very important decisions that 
will shape class action litigation 
going forward,” Clement said.

His advice for junior 
attorneys:

Clement said young attorneys, 
particularly those interested 
in litigation, should take any 
opportunity to argue cases in court.

“If that means that at an earlier stage 
in your career, you take a job in the 
government or some other position 
that can get you into court more 
often, that’s something that will 
probably pay pretty rich dividends 
for you down the line,” he said.

Clement described his experience 
at the solicitor general’s office 

as an invaluable opportunity 
to practice his skills “by doing 
rather than just by watching.”

“I think with appellate law, there’s 
just no substitute for getting 
the opportunities to write briefs 
and do arguments,” he said.

Why he’s an appellate 
attorney:

Clement first clerked for 
Judge Laurence Silberman at 
the D.C. Circuit, and then for the 
late Justice Antonin Scalia at the 
Supreme Court. He always knew 
litigation was for him, but his clerk 
experience solidified his desire 
to be an appellate attorney.

“Personally, I think if you work in 
the Supreme Court as a law clerk, 
you get a real appreciation for the 
role of the solicitor general and the 
important work that everybody in 
that office does,” Clement said.
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